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Who Will Need The Red Cross Next?
Many times when I tell the Red Cross story or speak on behalf of the United Way, I hear from people who make donations to help the “less fortunate”.  This group is viewed as existing somewhere far away, nameless people down on their luck.  All too often we are unable to imagine ourselves as being the ones in need.  We have good jobs, nice homes and are blessed with good health.  We can’t imagine our lives being any different.  

Our situations can change in the blink of an eye and we may find ourselves on the receiving end of a stranger’s generosity.  This week I heard of three such instances.  These are stories of Red Cross staff and emergency responders who found themselves in need.  These stories remind us that disasters do not discriminate.  Anyone of us, including those who respond to disasters, can need the services provided by Red Cross.  

On May 23 the Director of The American Red Cross Chapter in Cherokee County, AL returned home to find her Centre, Alabama home totally destroyed by fire.  Betsy Hollis has been working for the Red Cross for many years and has assisted countless families who have survived disasters.  On this day, a day that started like so many others, Betsy’s role changed from disaster assistance provider to disaster assistance receiver.  Her fire is believed to be caused by faulty wiring, something she was not aware of and could not control.  However, her work in the community to prevent and respond disasters came full circle on this day.  Neighbors took her in to their home and the Red Cross was there to provide the basics such as food, clothing and counseling.  Did she ever imagine when she was building her local disaster response program that she would one day be the recipient of her efforts?  Probably not.
You may have seen the story in our local news this week about the Chamber’s County soldier, Sgt. Brandon Hadaway, who was killed in the line of duty in Afghanistan.  He was the cousin of the Lee County Red Cross’s Emergency Services Coordinator, Marty Nelson.  Marty, a career Navy man and the leader of our local Armed Forces Program, found his family in need of Red Cross emergency messaging due to this tragic loss.  I bet Marty can’t even count how many emergency calls he has answered for military families in the last year, but I am sure he remembers each and every family.  On this day, the call he took was from his own family which just drives home the importance of this service even more.
This week our Chapter responded to a house fire in the Lake Harding area.  The house was totally destroyed.  Upon arriving, the Red Cross worker noticed the mailbox was in the shape of a fire truck.  A conversation with the homeowner revealed that she was a local firefighter and paramedic.  She was reluctant to accept any assistance because she wanted to make sure assistance would be available for the next family, a family that she herself may be called upon to assist.  Our worker assured her that the assistance is there for anyone in need, regardless of occupation, and with our generous community we are sure the support would continue.
Thanks to each and every one of you who support your local non-profit and social service organizations with donations of your time, talents and treasure.  You are the ones who make our communities stronger and make us all rest a little easier at night.  
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