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Calling All Heroes
Here we are in February and before long we will be celebrating National Red Cross month in March.  Our biggest fundraiser of the year is held all month long, the Heroes for Red Cross campaign.  This year our goal is to raise $75,000 for local programs.  County Commissioner Johnny Lawrence has agreed to serve as Campaign Chair and with him at the helm I am sure we will have a successful event.

The Heroes campaign is a “friend”raiser as much as it is a fundraiser as many new volunteers come to us during the program.  What is the Heroes Campaign you ask?   It is a grass-roots program where everyday citizens act as Heroes and raise the money to allow Red Cross programs to continue in our community.  Each “Hero” takes a goal of raising $1,000 for our local Red Cross Chapter and “Super Heroes” have a goal of $5,000.  Heroes can raise monetary gifts or in-kind gifts of goods or services.  Heroes can be individuals or groups of people.  The ideas to raise funds are endless from yard sales and dog washes to dinners and auctions and sending letters to friends and family for donations.  Some Heroes get their businesses involved in doing events at work, like “dress down days”, where you pay to dress casually at work, or they may sponsor customer donation programs.  Creative ideas abound and we invite everyone to participate.
One of our “Super Heroes” this year is The Opelika-Auburn News.  The Opelika-Auburn News will be running quarter page ads featuring our Heroes everyday during the campaign and their sister station WRBL-TV will be featuring Hero Spotlights.  This year the OA News will also host a mid-campaign celebration along with their open house and business after hours on Thursday, March 15 from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m.  The event will be held at the new OA News facility on Society Hill Road in Opelika and will feature tours, food, music, activities for the kids and more.  Mark your calendars now for this big event.  It is going to be fabulous and we can’t thank Jim Rainey and all the OA News staff enough for including the Lee County Red Cross in the festivities.
The Heroes campaign will also include the 4th Annual Fly-In which will be held on Saturday, March 10 and the 2nd Annual Harley Davidson give away that takes place on Saturday, March 17.  The Fly-In is just $5 per person and kids 10 and under are free.  Also, Veteran’s who pre-register by February 12 get free admission and some other VIP goodies.  The Veteran’s pre-registration form has been running in the OA News so clip it out, fill it out and send it in to get signed up.  We will send the pre-registered Veteran’s a packet in the mail at the end of February which will include your passes and information about the Fly-In. 

The Harley Davidson drawing is a reward for our financial donors who give donations of $100 or more between now and March 17.  The first 500 donors at this level will receive tickets and will be entered into the drawing for the bike.  The drawing will be held at Big Swamp Harley Davidson in Opelika and will start at 3 p.m.  We will also hold a “Ride for the Red” poker run bike ride that day as well.  

For tickets or more information on these events, contact the Red Cross at 334-749-9981 or visit our website at www.leeredcross.org.
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