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Best Valentine’s gift is one that keeps giving
We are just four days away from the 2nd Annual “Dipped In Love” Chocolate tasting and our phones at the Red Cross ringing off the hook!  Folks scrambling to make last minute plans do not want to be left out of this event which takes place on Valentine’s evening.  Tickets are going fast and we can not guarantee there will be any left at the door.  You may purchase tickets at the Red Cross office located at 206 26th St. in Opelika, at Flip Flop Foto or Eighth and Rail in downtown Opelika or online at www.leeredcross.org.  Tickets are $35 per person or $50 per couple.

We could not do this without our gracious hosts, Richard and Mary Patton of Eighth and Rail.  We also have some wonderful sponsors this year which include East Alabama Limo, Kimble’s Food By Design, Flip Flop Foto, Auburn Kroger, The Fun Stuff Chocolate Fountain Company, Premium Beverage, Starbucks, WANI, The Opelika-Auburn News, WRBL-TV, Café 123, Findley’s, Moore’s Mill Club, Create-A-Spa, Intrigue Jewelers, Chocolate Expressions, Big Caramel Apple Company, Queenie’s Cookies, Nancy and Doug Bendinger and The Flower Store.
My mouth is watering as I anticipate the event.  From truffles to desserts to a wonderful chocolate fountain, there will be so many delectable items, you really won’t want to miss it.  Chef Brian of Kimble’s will be preparing sinfully delicious sensations including Bananas Foster, Chocolate Cobbler and Mandarin Oranges in a Grande Marnier Sauce.  We also have liqueurs, coffees, cheeses, wines and other beverages and a wide array of confections.  The event will run from 6:30 – 10:00 p.m. and you can drop in anytime, before or after dinner perhaps, or come and stay for the entire time.  
Something new we are doing this year is the “Take a chance on romance” give away.  This basket includes enough goodies to keep your sweetheart smiling all year long and tickets are just $10 for one, $25 for two or $100 for 15.  The basket is valued at over $800 and includes a three hour limo ride, dinner for two at Café 123, a one hour couple’s massage, a Ghiradelli Chocolate basket, a wine gift set, golf for two, a cultured freshwater pearl necklace, bracelet and earring set and a gold bracelet.  You do not have to be present to win, so even if you can’t join us at Eighth and Rail be sure to get into this drawing before the event.  All proceeds support local Red Cross programs so I hope you will plan on spending your Valentine’s evening with us.

Finally, just a reminder that National Red Cross month will be here soon.  All through March the Red Cross will be holding our Heroes Campaign to fund our local programs.  We will kick things off with a luncheon at the Auburn Chamber of Commerce on March 2; will host a fly-in at our Airport on March 10; will celebrate with an open house at the Opelika News on March 15; and will give away a Harley Davidson Road King at Big Swamp Harley on March 17.  Yes, it is a busy month but a very important one.  I hope we can count on your support.  

Reminder:  The deadline for Veteran’s to pre-resister for free VIP admission to the fly-in is tomorrow, February 12.  Cut out the registration form in today’s paper and send it in now.  Please contact us at 334-749-9981 or visit our website for more information on any of our events or programs.
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