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“A lady with a lamp shall stand  

In the great history of the land,  

A noble type of good,  

Heroic womanhood.” 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Santa Filomena 



Clara Harlowe Barton 
(1821-1912)  
Born on December 25, 1821 in Oxford, Mass., the youngest 

of 5 children in a middle-class family, Barton was educated 

at home, and at 15 started teaching school. Her most notable 

antebellum achievement was the establishment of a free 

public school in Bordentown, N.J. Though she is remem-

bered as the founder of the American Red Cross, her only 

prewar medical experience came when for 2 years she 

nursed an invalid brother. 

        In 1861 Barton was living in Washington, D.C., work-

ing at the U.S. Patent Office. When the 6th Massachusetts 

Regiment arrived in the city after the Baltimore Riots, she 

organized a relief program for the soldiers, beginning a life-

time of philanthropy. 

        When Barton learned that many of the wounded from 

First Bull Run had suffered, not from want of attention but 

from need of medical supplies, she advertised for dona-

tions in the Worcester, Mass., Spy and began an independ-

ent organization to distribute goods. The relief operation 

was successful, and the following year U.S. Surgeon Gen-

eral William A. Hammond granted her a general pass to 

travel with army ambulances "for the purpose of distribut-

ing comforts for the sick and wounded, and nursing them." 

        For 3 years she followed army operations throughout 

the Virginia theater and in the Charleston, S.C., area. Her 

work in Fredericksburg, Va., hospitals, caring for the casu-

alties from the Battle of the Wilderness, and nursing work 

at Bermuda Hundred attracted national notice. At this time 

she formed her only formal Civil War connection with any 

organization when she served as superintendent of nurses 

in Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butlers command. 

        She also expanded her concept of soldier aid, traveling to Camp Parole, Md., to or-

ganize a program for locating men listed as missing in action. Through interviews with 

Federals returning from Southern prisons, she was often able to determine the status of 

some of the missing and notify families. 

        By the end of the war Barton had performed most of the services that would later he 

associated with the American Red Cross, which she founded in 1881. In 1904 she resigned 

as head of that organization, retiring to her home at Glen Echo, outside Washington, D.C., 

where she died 12 April 1912. 
 

 

 

 



Claraôs Circle ï A Heroic Womanhood 

women of vision and accomplishment 
 

No name better symbolizes the spirit of caring and active volunteerism than Clara Barton, founder of the 

American Red Cross.  Claraôs Circle consists of committed women who share Clara Bartonôs zest for 

life, courage and ability to make a difference by helping others.  Claraôs Circle is a network of women 

leaders and philanthropists.  These women follow in a long line of leaders who have helped the Red 

Cross serve Lee County, AL.   

 

Each member contribute $1.00 for each year the Red Cross has served Lee County, Alabama, which was 

founded in 1917.  Each pledge recognizes the dedicated work by Lee County Red Cross volunteers and 

staff for the last 92 years while committing to ensure the future of the Red Cross in Lee County for an-

other 92 years.  Contributions received from Claraôs Circle members support local Red Cross programs 

strictly in Lee County, AL.   

 

The goal for the Inaugural Class of Claraôs Circle for 2009 is $10,000.  As of January 20, 2009,  127 

members have joined pledging $21,172.  The overwhelming success of the Inaugural Class has proven 

that the power of women in Lee County can surpass most economic and social challenges.   

 

 

Membership Levels: 
(on an annual basis) 

 

Claraôs Circle Annual Member  $92 

Claraôs Circle Founding Member  $500 

Clara Barton Society Member  $1,000 

Clara Barton Lifetime Member  $5,000 
(Lifetime Member is a one time gift) 

 

Benefits include a pin;  invitation to Claraôs Circle events; recognition on the Claraôs   

Circle web page; stewardship letters.  Founding, Society and Lifetime members receive a 

copy of Clara Bartonôs Story of My Childhood.   Members may make gifts in one or multiple 

installments.   Members will meet quarterly.  Members are encouraged to participate in the 

regular activities of the Lee County Red Cross chapter.  There is a constant need for volun-

teers and leaders for various activities.   
 

Opportunities include:   

Disaster Action Team Member 

Health and Safety Instructor 

Project SHARE Caseworker 

Office Volunteer 

Volunteer for Special Events 

Assist in Fundraising  

Respond to Local Disasters   

Mentor to Club Red Youth Group or Red Cross Campus Club at Auburn 

Services to Armed Forces Caseworker 

Community Liaison  

Board Member 

Blood Donor or Blood Drive Volunteer 

International Services Volunteer 

 



Catherine Adams 

Edwina Wallace Alexander 

Susan Allen 

Suzi Askew 

Martha Ann Bailey 

Janie Baird 

Laurin Beard 

Becky Benton 

Luellen Bishop 

Dorry Johnston Blackburn 

Trish Block 

Marcia Boosinger 

Rowan Brown 

Jennifer Bumpious 

Jan Burcham 

Cynthia Burke 

Elizabeth Butz 

Frances Capps-Palmer 

Effie Cannon 

Kristen Carter 

Dr. Nicole Carter 

Frances Noland Chew 

Elizabeth Childs 

Jane Cooley 

Laura Cooper 

Rachael Creech 

Tammy Culligan 

Nancy Davis 

Jackie Diener 

Cathy Donald 

Beth Dorman 

Jeri Earnest 

Sheila Eckman 

Linda Ensminger 

Margaret Fitch-Hauser 

Doris Foster 

Ashley Floyd 

Lucia Flowers 

Caroline Gebhard 

Robin Gosser 

Susie Gogue 

Lois Graves 

Stephanie Gray 

Nelda Griffin 

Laura Grill 

Sareen Gropper 

April Hallmark 

Carol Ham 

Lynne Hammond 

Anonymous 

Peggy Hansen 

Andrea Hardwick 

Dee Dee Harper 

Charlotte R. Harris 

Lisa Harry 

Mara Hawks 

Virginia Hayes 

Amy Holley 

Olga Hough 

Martha Hoyt 

Karen C. Hugall 

Nancy Jonson 

Norma Kappelman 

Barbara Kent 

Marla Kickliter 

Pam LaMar 

Kate Larkin 

Beth Lawrence 

Maggie Lawrence 

Lisa Lawton 

Wanda Lewis 

Dorothy Littleton 

Cindy Lyons 

Melinda Maxwell 

Terrie McConnell 

Betty McCreery 

Nancy McDaniel 

Dr. Rene McEldowney 

Teddi Mallory Meagher 

Doris Miller 

Jane B Moore 

Louise Olshall 

Deborah Owen 

Lorene Paschal 

Rona R. Phillips 

Lauren Pope 

Ann Bruce Porter 

Kathy Powell 

Oline Price 

Mary Rainey 

Meg Rainey 

Susan Riddle 

Jennifer Ryan 

Amy Saggus 

Joan Orlasky Schwartz 

Debbie Shaw 

Ann Shore 

Aimee Sikes 

Judy Simon 

Kathy Smith 

Dr. Donna Sollie 

Sheila Sparks 

Sarah Dunn Stanwick 

Erin Stephens 

Hope G. Stockton 

Rachel Strickland 

Ann Stroud 

Jan Taylor 

Paula Thigpen 

Jane Thrash 

Lynda Tremaine 

Jenny Warren 

Anita Whatley 

Velinda Wheeles 

Valeri White 

Anne Whittelsey 

Robin Williams 

Jenny Williams 

Nancy Williamson 

Gina Wilson 

Rebekah Wilson 

Carla Winslett 

Donna Young 

 

Claraôs Circle  

Inaugural Class of 2009 
 

2009 Claraôs Circle Chair 

Sue Bankston  

 

Clara Barton Lifetime Member:  
 

Robbie Alexander Hyde 
 

Clara Barton Society: 
 

Sue Bankston 
 

Clara Barton Founding Members: 

Claraôs Circle Members: 

Ann Bendinger Rundquist 

Nancy Carlton Bendinger 

Susan Housel 

Susan Hubbard 

Sherri McAlindon 

Katherine Porter 

Pam Powers-Smith 

Karen Sharpless 

Linda Silavent 

Betsy Stallworth 

Leigh Warren 

Beth Witten 



The American Red Cross          
Since its founding in 1881 by visionary leader Clara Barton, the American Red Cross 

has been the nation's premier emergency response organization. As part of a world-

wide movement that offers neutral humanitarian care to the victims of war, the Ameri-

can Red Cross distinguishes itself by also aiding victims of devastating natural disas-

ters. 

 

Over the years, the organization has expanded its services, always with the aim of pre-

venting and relieving suffering.  Today, in addition to domestic disaster relief, the 

American Red Cross offers compassionate services in five other areas: community 

services that help the needy; support and comfort for military members and their fami-

lies; the collection, processing and distribution of lifesaving blood and blood products; 

educational programs that promote health and safety; and international relief and development programs.   
 

The American Red Cross is where people mobilize to help their neighborsðacross the street, across the country, 

and across the worldðin emergencies. Each year, in communities large and small, victims of some 70,000 disas-

ters turn to neighbors familiar and newðthe more than half a million volunteers and 35,000 employees of the Red 

Cross. Through over 700 locally supported chapters, more than 15 million people gain the skills they need to pre-

pare for and respond to emergencies in their homes, communities and world.  Some four million people give 

bloodðthe gift of lifeðthrough the Red Cross, making it the largest supplier of blood and blood products in the 

United States. And the Red Cross helps thousands of U.S. service members separated from their families by mili-

tary duty stay connected. As part of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, a global network of 

186 national societies, the Red Cross helps restore hope and dignity to the world's most vulnerable people.  The 

Red Cross is not a government agency; it relies on donations of time, money, and blood to do its work.  The 

American National Red Cross is headquartered in Washington, Gail J. McGovern is President and CEO, and Bon-

nie McElveen-Hunter is Chairman of the Board of Governors.   

The Lee County Red Cross  

The Lee County Red Cross is a proud to be a United Way of Lee County agency.   

2008- 2009 Board Officers: 

Chair: Teddy Hampton - Retired U.S. Border Patrol  

Vice Chair: Robbie Hyde - Webb & Eley  

Secretary: Nancy Bendinger - Melon Bellies   

Treasurer: Louis Hawkins - Machen, McChesney & 

Chastain 
 

 

 

 

Board Members: 

Ed Adams - City of Smiths Station 

Azeem Ahmed - High School Representative 
Bo Cavin - Bethany House of EAMC 

Kohler Collier - Community Volunteer 

Natalie Edwards - College Representative 

Margaret Fitch-Hauser - Auburn University Department  

of Communication & Journalism 

Steve Gosser - Insurance Consultant 

Mike Harris - Auburn University - Utilities 

Blake Henry - BancorpSouth 

Chris Hines - The Auburn Network 

Kim Holland - Auburn University -Development 

Johnny Lawrence - J. Lawrence Photography &  

The Lee County Commission 

Denson Lipscomb - Navigator Asset Management   

Deedie Matthews - Lee County Emergency Management 

Agency 

Terrie McConnell - Hilton Garden Inn 

Sid Mickle - California Innovations 

John Penick - Audit & Consulting Services 

Jim Rainey - The Opelika-Auburn News 

Karen Sharpless - Community Volunteer 

Danny Tankersley - Wide Orbit 

Van Vanoy - Lee Russell Council of Governments 

Matt White - Adams, Umbach, Davidson & White 

Staff: 
 

 

Jennifer Ryan, Executive Director 

Leigh Warren, Health & Community Services Manager 

Beth Witten, Development Officer 

Marty Nelson, Emergency Services Coordinator 

Jennifer Bartley, Volunteer Coordinator 

Jerry Padgett, Book Keeper 

Leah Craig, AmeriCorp Member 



 

Upcoming Events for the Lee County Red Cross: 

January  

January 27, 2009   SGA Blood DriveðNew Student CenterðAU  10-4 pm 

January 28, 2009   SGA Blood DriveðNew Student CenterðAU 10-4 pm 

January 31, 2009   35 for 35 Birthday Bash  - Eighth and Railð6:30 pm  

February 

February 2, 2009   Blood DriveðAU Vet School 11-4 pm  

February 5, 2009   Executive Board Meeting 12:00 pm 

February 5, 2009   Blood DriveðThe Reserve on South College 12-5 pm & Hoggy Doggy Splash 

February 12, 2009  Board Meeting  5:00 pm  

February 17, 2009  Blood DriveðYarbrough Elementary School 10-3 pm 

February 22, 2009  Blood DriveðVillage Mall 11-5 pm  

MarchðRed Cross Month  

March 13, 2009   Heroes Take Flight Dinner & AuctionðAuburn Hotel 6:30 pm  

March 14, 2009   6th Annual Fly-InðAuburn-Opelika Airport 10-5 pm  

 

For more information or to get involved, call 334-749-9981; visit www.leeredcross.org or email                              

giving@leeredcross.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Red Cross, Lee County Alabama Chapter 

206 26th Street 

Opelika, Alabama 36801 

334-749-9981 

www.leeredcross.org 

 


