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Local Disasters on the Rise
Each year, the American Red Cross responds immediately to more than 70,000 disasters, including house or apartment fires (the majority of disaster responses), hurricanes, floods, earthquakes, tornadoes, hazardous materials spills, transportation accidents, explosions, and other natural and man-made disasters.  Normally, our Lee County Chapter may respond to four or five fires a month and this month we have responded to about six in the past week.  As I am writing this article, we are also monitoring tropical storms Dean and Erin to see if our response will be needed on a national level.
Although the American Red Cross is not a government agency, its authority to provide disaster relief was formalized when, in 1905, the Red Cross was chartered by Congress to "carry on a system of national and international relief in time of peace and apply the same in mitigating the sufferings caused by pestilence, famine, fire, floods, and other great national calamities, and to devise and carry on measures for preventing the same." The Charter is not only a grant of power, but also an imposition of duties and obligations to the nation, to disaster victims, and to the people who generously support its work with their donations.

Red Cross disaster relief focuses on meeting people's immediate emergency disaster-caused needs. When a disaster threatens or strikes, the Red Cross provides shelter, food, clothing and health and mental health services to address basic human needs. In addition to these services, the core of Red Cross disaster relief is the assistance given to individuals and families affected by disaster to enable them to resume their normal daily activities independently.

The Red Cross also feeds emergency workers, handles inquiries from concerned family members outside the disaster area, provides blood and blood products to disaster victims, and helps those affected by disaster to access other available resources.

We can’t do this alone.  Approximately 95% of our workforce is made up of community volunteers.  The Red Cross provides all the training free of charge and you can chose if you respond locally or on a national level.  Won’t you consider getting involved?  Our disaster trainers are currently working on scheduling some introductory disaster training courses.  Let us know if you would like to get involved.  2007 is our Chapter’s 90th Anniversary and with your support, we’ll be here for at least another 90 years!
I want to remind you all that The United Way of Lee County will be kicking off their annual fundraising campaign next Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. at The EAMC Health Resource Center in Opelika.  I hope you will get involved and actively support this campaign.  Locally, 33 agencies receive funds from the dollars you donate to United Way.  It truly is the best way to get the most “bang for your buck”!  Most employers offer a convenient payroll deduct option or United Way can bill you monthly, quarterly or annually for your pledge.  Pledges won’t start being collected until January, but I hope you will sign up now.  For more information on the United Way campaign, call Donna Potts at 334-745-5540.

For more information on local Red Cross news and happenings visit our website at www.leeredcross.org or call us at 334-749-9981.
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