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Happy Easter!
I hope you are enjoying this Easter day and getting to spend time with the ones you love.  Easter always reminds me how fortunate we are to have the love and support of those around us, of good friends and family.  Speaking of friends, we just said goodbye to a good friend and great worker at our United Way.  After seven years with our local office, Judith Williams left to take care of her mother and pursue some other interests.  Now United Way is tasked with trying to replace Judith, which will not be easy.  If you ever went to the United Way for assistance or information on their programs, you probably met with Judith.  She assisted clients with so much knowledge and care and if United Way did not have the program to help them she would diligently find someone who could.  Judith will certainly be missed and I, along with all of my counterparts at other United Way agencies, wish her well.
We are 53 days away from the start of Hurricane Season and I encourage you all to prepare now.  Make sure your disaster supplies are current and you have a plan in place for you, your family and pets.  We have plenty of preparedness information in our office and on our website at www.leeredcross.org to help you get ready.  We can also offer you training to help your community or neighbors in other communities should disaster strike.  

Last week I mentioned our upcoming Disaster Training Institute May 8-11. The end of my column accidentally did not get printed (it is on our website in its entirety), but I invited anyone who wanted to be trained to respond to disasters to call us and get involved.  You can chose to respond only to our county or if you like, you can respond to national disasters in other areas.  You can start by taking an introductory course online or via video tape and then follow up with many other courses provided by our Red Cross chapter free of charge.
Though March is over, our Heroes are still raising funds.  Hero Annah Grace Barclift has put together a concert that is coming up on Thursday, April 19th at Bourbon Street in Auburn.   Hightide Blues is playing and the cover charge is $5 for those 21 and older and $10 for those under 21.  All proceeds benefit our Lee County Red Cross.
Mark your calendars now to save the date for the Red Cross 6th annual art auction to be held at Flip Flop Foto in downtown Opelika.  Saturday, June 9 will be the live auction and the second day sale is Sunday, June 10.  We have a wide array of items from original oils and lithographs, to sports memorabilia and Disney prints.  Prices start at around $45.00 and go up from there.  No matter what your budget and tastes are, I am sure you won’t be disappointed.
We also have a silent auction on Saturday night of art, gifts and merchandise donated by local people and businesses.  The silent auction is well attended and very exciting in itself.  If you would like to participate on the auction committee or donate something for the silent auction, please let us know.  
For more information on these and other local Red Cross events visit our website at www.leeredcross.org, call us at 334-749-9981 or stop by our office located at 206 26th Street in Opelika.  
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