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Saying Goodbye to some great volunteers
Auburn University has been a great resource for The Red Cross.  It is a tremendous source of expertise, jobs, volunteers, blood donors and financial support.  We have a wonderful intern partnership that has provided us with some great workers and hopefully they have learned a lot while on the job.  The biggest draw back is that most of the time the students graduate and move on.  

Our sister chapters love us because we try to make sure each volunteer has such a good experience that they get involved with the Red Cross wherever they go.  I often receive calls from other Red Cross Directors thanking me for the great volunteer.  While I am happy that they continue to volunteer for the Red Cross, it is hard not to miss those that move on.  

This week we lost four and it’s not the same around our office.  Joe Hoeing and Kristen Carter both came to work for us at then end of last year.  Right away they started pitching in, doing whatever was needed.  Both very hard workers, they helped with everything including office work, the Chocolate Tasting, the Fly-in and Harley Davidson Drawing.  Joe became a Health and Safety instructor and Kristen joined our “Heroes” Campaign to raise funds for local programs.  Now Joe is off to pursue a career in Aviation Management and Kristen will be going to Nursing School in Troy.  They had become daily fixtures in our office, logging as many hours as the paid staff.  We had a little send off dinner last week and true to form, they brought the staff gifts. 
This week was also the last week for our two Communications Interns, Annah Grace Barclift and Greer Warwick.  These ladies were also hard workers and didn’t mind working long hours or taking care of the smallest detail.  Annah Grace even took it upon herself to get a Red Cross Club started on Auburn’s Campus before she graduated and I am happy to report that 15 students attended the inaugural meeting on April 19.  Working special events, producing newsletters, raising funds, recording public service announcements, appearing on radio shows, preparing volunteer awards and even designing our Chapter’s 90th Anniversary pin were just a few things we could count on Annah Grace and Greer to do.   Annah Grace will be married in July and is moving to Birmingham and Greer is heading back to Atlanta.

We wish all of these volunteers the best in their new endeavors and only ask for an occasional visit (at least an email).  We hope your experience was as good as our.  You are all very special people and you will be missed.

Our next Club Red meeting is May 18 at 4 p.m. at the Red Cross office in Opelika.  Club Red is designed for youth ages 12-18.  If you are interested in getting involved, please join us.

Save the date of June 9 now for the 6th annual Red Cross art auction.  It will be held at Flip Flop Foto in downtown Opelika and will begin at 5:00 p.m.  Tickets are just $10 and include heavy hors d’oeuvres and drinks.  Art will be available in all price ranges.  Flip Flop Foto will also host a next day sale on Sunday, June 10 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Plan now to attend so you don’t miss this great event.
For more information on local Red Cross news and happenings visit our website at www.leeredcross.org or call us at 334-749-9981.
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