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Time to Honor Volunteers
Here we are in April, which contains national volunteer appreciation week.  We are already making plans at the Red Cross for our annual volunteer and community partner’s appreciation and awards luncheon.  This year it will be held on Wednesday, April 18 at the EAMC Health Resource Center in Opelika.  If you give of your time, talents or treasure to the Red Cross, I hope you will plan now to attend.  

Our Volunteer Coordinator, Pam Nelson, has been planning for months, ordering special goodies, planning decorations and the menu and obtaining door prizes so that no one will go home empty handed.  This is the time when we thank our most active and supportive volunteers as well as businesses and organizations that have been exceptionally supportive in the past year and this year is special as it is our 90th Anniversary.   With so many wonderful volunteers and supporters it is no easy task determining who will receive special awards, but our awards committee is already deciding who will be named “the best of the best”.

We are still looking for sponsors and door prizes for this event.  Of course all donations are tax deductible and if you can help us reward these selfless volunteers, we would greatly appreciate it.  These are the people who go out in the middle of the night to local house fires; who leave their families for weeks to respond to hurricanes and other storms; who send emergency messages to our military on nights and weekends; who teach CPR, First Aid and water safety; who serve the yummy juice and cookies at blood drives; who answer phones; stuff newsletters; raise funds; lead our chapter; mentor our youth; update websites and so much more.  They do all of this for a thank you and the satisfaction of knowing they have made a difference.  They deserve a special day.  I hope you will join us and take the time to tell anyone you know who is a volunteer somewhere thank you for their good work.
Another big event coming up for the Red Cross is the Disaster Training Institute our Chapter will be conducting on May 8-11.  The Lee County Chapter continues to grow and thrive because of our community and in recognition of this growth, we received a brand new Emergency Response Vehicle last year and now we have been chosen to host this wonderful week long Institute. 

We are so thankful to Southern Union Community College in Opelika for hosting us and allowing us to use numerous rooms for the week.  Red Cross volunteers and staff from all over the South East will be joining us to learn and enhance their disaster response skills as well as some other emergency response personnel from different agencies.  If you have ever thought of volunteering in disaster response for the Red Cross, now is a great time to get started.  There is a basic introductory course you can do as a self study either online or through a video based course, and then you can move into some other courses and even some of the ones that will be held at the Institute.  You can choose if you volunteer just in your local community or if you want to respond to major disasters out of town.
For more information on this and other local Red Cross news and events visit our website at www.leeredcross.org, call us at 334-749-9981 or stop by our office located at 206 26th Street in Opelika.  
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